AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for delivering a customized offer for salebest local price 
of an item of merchandise from a retailor proximat e a uoer ,comprising: 

obtaining information identifyin g a user profil e including an item of merchandise that the 
user desires to purchas e and the us e r's ohopping preferences ; 

determining a physical location of the user; 

i mnsmitting the physical location of the us e r and the uaor profil e to a retail e r based agent 
including a computerized network of information having identifications of physical locations of 
retailers and items of merchandise available for purchase at the retailers; 

querying ttiea computerized network of information utilizing a query based on the 
information identifying the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase and the physical 
location of the user ;, a r e sult of the query identifying a retailer proximate the user selling an item 
of merchandise associated with the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase; 

generating a customized offer for the item of merchandise bas e d on the us e r profile and 

the result of the qu e ry; 

receiving from the retailor based agent the customized offer for sale of the item of 
merchandise that is offered for sale from the retailor proximate the user; and 

identifying the best local price in response to the auerv. the best local price comprising a 
lowest price at which the item of merchandis e that the user desires to purchase is available for 
purchase as between mult i ple retailers proximate to the user: and 

displaying the ™itnini™ri ntTer hest local price and an identification of a retailer from 
among the mult i ple retailers proximate to tire us e r at which the item of merchandise that the user 
desires to purchase is available for purchase a t. the best local priced physical location of the 
r e tail e r . 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, further comprising obtaining information 
identifying a shopping list comprising a plurality of items of merchandise from the user. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 1 , further comprising querying a 
computerized network of information utilizing a w herethe,query Abased on the information 
identifying the shopping list of items of merchandise and the physical location of the user. 

23 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein said shopping list is generated by 
the user at a location remote from the muitipjg_retailers proximate to the user. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, further comprising displaying a list of 
items of merchandise available at the retailer and the prices associated therewith. 

25 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, further comprising determining the 
closest retailers surrounding the user, and suggesting items of merchandise for sale at the closest 
retailers surrounding the user. 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently Amended) An apparatus that delivers a best local price customized offer for 
sate-of an item of merchandise from a retailor proximate a user , comprising: 

a processor; 

memory that stores information under the control of the processor; and 

a computer executable program embodied on a computer readable medium in 
communication with the processor, the computer executable program including; 

a code segment that obtains information identifying a us e r profil e including an item of 
merchandise that the user desires to purchase and the user's shopping preferences ; 

a code segment that determines a physical location of the user; 

a code s e gment that transmits the physical location of the user and the user profile to n 
r etailer ba:cd agent in-hv^Z n "™r ,ltnri ™ d "°twnric of information having identifications of 
physical locations of retailers and items of merchandis e available for purchase at th e r e tailers; 

a code segment that queries thea computerized network of information utilizing a query 
based on the information identifying the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase 
and the physical location of the user , t he i ca ult of th e query id en tifying a retailer proximate the 



Page 3 of 20 



Appln. No. 09/975,460 

Proposed Amdmt. Dated April 12, 2007 

Response to Office Action mailed on February 12, 2007 

user selling an item of merchandise aooociatcd with th e item of morchandiao that th o user desires 
to purchas e; 

a code segment that generates a customized offer for tho item of merchandise based on 
the user profile and the result of tho query; 

a code segment that receives the customized offer for sale of the item of merchandise 
from the retailor based agent , the item of merchandise being offered for sale at the retailer 

proximate the us e r; and 

a code se gment that identifies the best local price in response to the q uery, the best local 
price comprising a lowest price at which the item of merchandise that the user desires to 
purchase is available for purchase as between multiple retailers pro ximate to the user; and 

a code segment that displays the raiitnmimrl nfferbest local price and an identification of a 
retailer from among the mult i ple retailers p r oximate to the user at which the item of merchandise 
that the user desires to purchase is available f or purchase at the best local priceo physical location 
of tho retailer . 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising a code segment that 
obtains information identifying a shopping list comprising a plurality of items of merchandise 
from the user. 

30. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising a code segment that 
queri e s a computeriz e d network of information utilizing a wherethe query |sbased on the 
information identifying the shopping list of items of merchandise and the physical location of the 
user. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said shopping list is generated 
by the user at a location remote from the multipjeretailers proximate to the user. 

32. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising a code segment that 
displays a list of items of merchandise available at the retailer and the prices associated therewith. 
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33. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising a code segment that 
determines the closest retailers surrounding the user, and logic that suggests items of 
merchandise for sale at the closest retailers surrounding the user. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising a code "segment that 
recognizes patterns to enhance the location of pertinent information. 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A method for delivering a best local price purchasing information 
for sale of an item of merchandise from a retailer proximate a user, comprising: 

obtaining information identifying a user profile including an item of merchandise that the 
user desires to purchase and the user's shopping preferences; 
determining a physical location of the user; 

transmitting tho physical location of tho user and the user profile to a retailor agent 
including a computerized network of information having identifications of physical locations o f 
retailors and items of merchandise available for purchase at the retailers; 

automatically querying thea computerized network of information utilizing a query based 
on the user profile and the physical location of the user , a r e sult of th o query identifying retailers 
proximate the user s o iling items of merchandise a s sociat e d with the item of merchandise that the 

us e r desires to purchase ; 

generating purchasing information for the item of merchandise according to the user 

profil e and tho result of the query; 

r eceiving tho purchasing information from tho retailor agent, tho purchasing information 
including an offer for sale of the item of merchandise being associated with the item of 
merchandise mat tho user desires to purchase; and 

identifying the best local price in response to t h e query, the best local price comprising a 
lowest price at which the item of merchandis e that the user desires to purchase is available for 
purchase as between multiple retailers proximate to the user; and 



Page 5 of 20 



Appln. No. 09/975,460 

Proposed Amdmt. Dated April 12, 2007 

Response to Office Action mailed on February 12, 2007 

displaying the best local price and an identification of a retailer from amo ng the multiple 
retailers proximate to the user at which the item of merchand i se that the user desires to purchase 
is available for purchase at the best local priee p urcha s mfi information . 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 36, further comprising parsing the item 
informatio n identifying the user profile based on predefined criteria to create the query. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36, further comprising displaying a list of 
items of merchandise available at the retailer and the prices associated therewith. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36, further comprising determining the 
closest retailers surrounding the user, and suggesting items of merchandize for sale at the closest 
retailers surrounding the user. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, further comprising recognizing patterns 
to enhance determining the closest retailers surrounding the user, and suggesting items of 
merchandise for sale at the closest retailers surrounding the user. 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Currently Amended) A method for delivering a best local price customized offer for sal e 
of an item of merchandise from a retailer proximate a user, comprising: 

obtaining user profile information from the user, the user profile information including 
information identifying a a-items of merchandise that the user desires to purchase and the user's 
shopping preferences; 

determining a physical location of the user; 

transmitting the physical location of the user and the us e r profile to a retailer based agent 
including a computerized network of information having identifications of physical locations of 
retailers and items of merchandise availabl e for purchas e at th e r e tailer s ; 

querying thea computerized network of information utilizing a query based on the user 
profile information and the physical location of the user , a i c ault of the query identifying retailers 
proximate the user having the item of m e rchandise for sale ; 
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generating customizod offoro for sale for the item of merchandis e booed on th e user 
profile information and th e result of the query; 

receiving from the retailer based agent the customized offers for sale of th e item of 
merchandise from retailors proximate the user; 

displaying the customiz o d off e r and a physical location of the retailers proximat e the user; 

determining the most proximate retailers surrounding the user; and 

suggesting items of merchandise for sale at the most proximate retailers surrounding the user; 

identifying at least one best local price in response to the qu ery, the at least one best local 
price comprising a lowest price at which one or more of the items of merchandise are available 
for purchase as between the most proximate ret ailers: and 

alerting the user to the at least one best local price . 

43 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 42, further comprising obtaining information 
identifying a shopping list comprising a plurality of items of merchandise. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, further comprising qu e rying a 
c o mpu tori gH r"*ivnrir nf infnrmntinn utilizing a where the query isbased on the information 
identifying the shopping list of items of merchandise and the physical location of the user. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 43, wherein said shopping list is generated 
by the user at a location remote from the retailer. 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Cancelled) 
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49. (Currently Amended) An apparatus that delivers a best local price customized offer for 
sale-of an item of merchandise from a retailer proximate a user, comprising: 
a processor; 

memory that stores information under the control of the processor; and 

a computer executable program embodied on a computer readable medium in 
communication with the processor, the computer executable program including: 

a code segment that obtains user profile information from the user, the user profile 
information identifying an item of merchandis e and tho user's shopping preferenc e s ; 

a code segment that determines a physical location of the user; 

a code segment that transmits the physical location of the uoor and th o user profile 
information to a retailer based agent including a computerized network of information having 
identifications of physi cal locations of retailors and items of merchandise available for purchase 
at th o retailers; 

a code segment that queries thea computerized network of information utilizing a query 
based on the user profile information and the physical location of the use r, a result of tho query 
identifying retailors proximate tho user having the item of merchandise for sale ; 

a code segment that generates a customized offer for tho item of merchandise based on 
tho user profile and the result of tho query; 

a code segment that receives the customized offer for sale of the item of merchandise from 

a retailer based agent ■■ ■ 

a code s e gm e nt that di s plays the customiz e d offer and tho physical location of tine retailers 

proximate tho user having tho it e m of merchandise for sale; 

a code segment that determines the closest retailers surrounding the user;-and 

a code segment that suggests items of merchandise for sale at the closest retailers 

surrounding the user: 

a code segment that identifies at least one best l o cal price in response to the query, the at 
least one best local price comprising a lowest price a t which one or more of the items of 
merchandise are available for purchase as betwe en the closest retailers; and 

a code segment that alerts the user to the a t least one best local price. 
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50. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 49, further comprising a code segment that 
obtains information identifying a shopping list comprising a plurality of items of merchandise 
from the user. 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 49, further comprising a code segment that 
queries a computerized network of information utilizing a query based on the information 
identifying the shopping list of items of merchandise and the physical location of the user. 

52. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 50, wherein said shopping list is generated 
by the user at a location remote from the retailer. 

53. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 49, further comprising a code segment that 
displays a list of items of merchandise available at the retailer and the prices associated therewith. 

54. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 49, further comprising a code segment that 
recognizes patterns to enhance the location of pertinent information. 

55. (Cancelled) 

56. (Currently Amended) A method for delivering purchasing information for sale of an item 
of merchandise from a retailer proximate a user, comprising: 

obtaining user profile information from the user, the user profile information identifying 
the item of merchandise and the user's shopping preferences; 
determining a physical location of the user; 

transmitting the physical location of the usor and the user profile to an agent including a 
computerized network of information having identifications of physical locations of retailors and 
items of merchandise av ailabl e for purchase at the retai ler s ; 

automatically querying thea computerized network of information utilizing a query based 
on the user profile information and the physical location of the user, a result of the query 
identifying retailers proximate the user having items of merchandise for sale; 

generating purchasing information for the item of merchandise based on the user profile 
and the result of the gnerv 1 the purchasing information co mprising a best local price that 
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corresponds to the lowest price at which the item of m erchandise is o ffered as between the 
retailers proximate to the user ; 

receiving the purchasing information from an agent in response to the identifying 
purchasing information; 

displaying the purchasing information; 

determining the closest retailers surrounding the user; and 

suggesting items of merchandise for sale at the closest retailers surrounding the user. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 56, further comprising parsing the item-user 
profile information based on predefined criteria to create the query. 

58. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 56, further comprising displaying a list of 
items of merchandise available at the retailer and the prices associated therewith. 

59. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 56, further comprising determining the 
closest retailers surrounding the user, and suggesting items of merchandise for sale at the closest 
retailers surrounding the user. 

60. (Cancelled) 
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61 . (Currently Amended) A mobile shopping agent, comprising: 

means for receiving from a user an input for a user profile including acomprising a product 
desired to be purchased by the use r and the uocf a ohopping preferences ; 

means for automatically querying a computerized network of information identifying 
items of merchandise for sale at retailers proximate the user utilizing a query based on th e user 
prefile- the input and a physical location of the user , a resul t of th e query identifying retail ers 
proximate the us e r polling it e ms of merchandis e associat e d with the product d e sir e d to be 
purchas e d by the us e r ; 

means responsive to automatically querying for locating at least one retailer being 
proximate the user having an item of merchandise for sale that is associated with the desired 
product; 

means responsive to automatically querying for identifying a be st local price, the best 
local price comprising a lowest price at which the desired product is available for purchase a s 
between the retailers proximate to the user; and 

means for generating a customized offer for the item of merchandise based on tho us e r 
profile and the result of the query; 

means for displaying the best local price and an identification of a retailer from among 
the retailers proximate to the user at which the desired product is available for purchase at the 
best local price customized offer for sale of the item of merchandis e for s ale that is associated 
with the d e sir e d product and for di s playing the location of the at l e ast on e retai ler . 

62. (Currently Amended) The mobile shopping agent of claim 6 1 , wherein the input mems 
for receiving further comprises a moans for receiving an input of a plurality of products shgjpjng 
preferences of the user . 

63. (Currently Amended) The mobile shopping agent of claim 62, wherein the means for locating 
further comprises a means for querying a computerized network based on the plurality of 
pfftdnets shopping preferences . 
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64. (Currently Amended) The mobile shopping agent of claim 6 1 , wherein the means for 
displaying further comprises a means for displaying a plurality of customized offers for sate-item 
of merchandise for sale that are associated with the desired product. 

65. (Currently Amended) The mobile shopping agent of claim 6 1 , wherein the means for 
displaying further comprises a means for displaying a list of a plurality of retailers proximate the 
user and for displaying an offer for sale of the-items of merchandise for sale at the each of the 
plurality of retailers. 

66. (Cancelled) 

67. (Currently Amended) A method for presenting a best local price cm offer for sale of an 
item of merchandise, comprising: 

storing user profile information including user preferences related to at least one product 
desired to be purchased by a mobile user and shopping preferences for the mobile user ; 
determining a physical location of the mobile user; 

transmitting the physical location of the mobile user and the us e r profile information to a 
retailor agent including a computerized n e twork of information having identifications of physical 
locations of retailers and items of merchandise available for purchase at the retailers; 

querying ftea computer network based on the stored user profile information to locate a 
retailer proximate the mobile user that offers for sale the at least one product desired to be purchased; 

generating an offer for sale for the at least one product based on the user profile and the 

result of the query; and 

identifying the best local price in res ponse to th e query, the best local price comprising a 
lowest price at which the at least one product desired to be purchased is av ailable for purchase as 
between multiple retailers proximate to the user; and 

displaying the best local price and an identification of a r etailer from among the multiple 
retailers proximate to the user at which the at least one product desired to be purchased is 
available for purchase at the best local price offor for sale of the at l e a s t one product desired to be 
purchased, the offer for sal e being provid e d at a retailer proximate the mobile u s er . 
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68. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 67, further comprising displaying a location 
of the retailer at which the at least one product desired to be p urchase d is a vailable for purchase 
at the best local price with respect to the location of the mobile user. 

69. (Cancelled) 

70. (Currently Amended) An automated retail shopping network, comprising: 

a retailer agent configured to provide a computerized network of information related to items of 
merchandise offered for sale from a plurality of retailers, determine a physical location of a 
mobile shopper proximate the retailer agent, query the computerized network based on items of 
merchandise desired by the mobile shopper, and transmit an offer for sale of a desired item of 
merchandise based on the physical location of a mobile shopper relative to at least one of the 
plurality of retailers; and 

a shopping agent communicatively coupled with the retailer agent and configured to store 
information related to desired items of merchandise and the shopper's shopping preferences, to 
transmit the stored information to the retailer agent, and-to receive information related to at least 
one of the plurality of retailers proximate to the shopper offering for sale the desired item of 
merchandise, said received information being derived from a query of the computerized network 
based the stored information and the physical location of the shopper, to identify a best local 
price of the desired item, the best local price comprisi n g the lowest price at which the desired 
item is offered as between the plurality of retailers, a nd to display the best local price. 

7 1 . (Previously Presented) The network of claim 70, wherein the shopping agent is further 
configured to display the location the retailer proximate the shopper with respect to the location 
of the shopper. 

72. (Cancelled) 

73 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, where the user profile is stored on a 
wireless handheld device. 

74. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[20]]73, where the wireless handheld device 
comprises a GPS receiver for determining the physical location of the user. 
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75. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, further comprising displaying a map 
showing the physical location of the user relative to the physical location of specific retailers 
proximate to the physical location of the user. 

76. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, further comprising continuously 
updating the map as the user moves to show a new physical location of the user relative to the 
physical location of specific retailers proximate to the new physical location of the user. 

77. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, further comprising pinpointing the 
physical location of the user with an accuracy of approximately 100 feet or less. 

78. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising a GPS receiver in 
communication with the processor. 

79. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising a code segment that 
displays a map showing the physical location of the user relative to the physical location of 
specific retailers proximate to the physical location of the user. 

80. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 79, further comprising a code segment that 
continuously updates the map as the user moves to show a new physical location of the user 
relative to the physical location of specific retailers proximate to the new physical location of the 
user. 

81. (Cancelled) 

82. (New) The method of claim 20, further comprising obtaining a user profile, the user 
profile comprising the information identifying the item of merchandise that the user desires to 
purchase and shopping preferences of the user. 

83 . (New) The method of claim 82, further comprising: 

transmitting the physical location of the user and the user profile to a retailer-based agent 
comprising identifications of physical locations of the multiple retailers proximate to the user 
and items of merchandise available for purchase at the multiple retailers proximate to the user; 
and 
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receiving from the retailer-based agent the customized offer for sale of the item of 
merchandise offered for sale from a retailer proximate the user, where the item of merchandise 
offered for sale from a retailer proximate to the user corresponds to the item of merchandise that 
the user desires to purchase. 

84. (New) The method of claim 83 , where the customized offer is generated based on the 
user profile and a result of the query. 

85 . (New) The apparatus of claim 28, the computer executable program further including: 
a code segment that transmits the physical location of the user and a user profile to a 

retailer-based agent including the computerized network of information having identifications of 
physical locations of the multiple retailers proximate to the user and items of merchandise 
available for purchase at the multiple retailers proximate to the user, the user profile comprising 
the item of merchandise that the user desires to purchase and shopping preferences of the user; 

a code segment that generates a customized offer for the item of merchandise based on 
the user profile and the result of the query; and 

a code segment that receives the customized offer for sale of the item of merchandise 
from the retailer-based agent , the item of merchandise being offered for sale at a retailer 
proximate the user. 

86. (New) The method of claim 36, further comprising: 

transmitting the physical location of the user and the user profile to a retailer agent 
including a computerized network of information having identifications of physical locations of 
retailers and items of merchandise available for purchase at the retailers; 

generating purchasing information for the item of merchandise according to the user 
profile and the result of the query; and 

receiving the purchasing information from the retailer agent, the purchasing information 
including an offer for sale of the item of merchandise being associated with the item of 
merchandise that the user desires to purchase. 
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87. (New) The method of claim 42, further comprising: 

transmitting the physical location of the user and the user profile information to a retailer- 
based agent including a computerized network of information having identifications of physical 
locations of retailers and items of merchandise available for purchase at the retailers; 

generating customized offers for sale for the item of merchandise based on the user 
profile information and the result of the query; 

receiving from the retailer based agent the customized offers for sale of the item of 
merchandise from one or more retailers proximate the user; and 

displaying the customized offers and a physical location of the one or more retailers 
proximate the user. 

88. (New) The apparatus of claim 49, the computer executable program further including: 
a code segment that transmits the physical location of the user and the user profile 

information to a retailer-based agent including a computerized network of information having 
identifications of physical locations of retailers and items of merchandise available for purchase 
at the retailers; 

a code segment that generates a customized offer for the item of merchandise based on 
the user profile and the result of the query; 

a code segment that receives the customized offer for sale of the item of merchandise from 

the retailer based agent; and 

a code segment that displays the customized offer and the physical location of a retailers 
proximate the user having the item of merchandise for sale. 



89. (New) The method of claim 56, further comprising: 

transmitting the physical location of the user and the user profile to an agent including a 
computerized network of information having identifications of physical locations of retailers an 
items of merchandise available for purchase at the retailers; and 

receiving the purchasing information from an agent in response to the identifying 
purchasing information. 
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90. (New) The mobile shopping agent of claim 6 1 , further comprising: 

means for generating a customized offer for the item of merchandise based a user profile 
and a result of the query; and 

means for displaying the customized offer to the user. 

9 1 . (New) The mobile shopping agent of claim 90, the user profile comprising shopping 
preferences of the user. 

92. (New) The method of claim 67, further comprising: 

generating an offer for sale of the at least one product based on the user profile; and 
displaying the offer and the location of a retailer associated with the offer to the mobile 

user. 

93. (New) The method of claim 92, where the offer is generated based on the user profile and 
the location of the mobile user transmitted to a retailer agent including the computerized network 
of information. 
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